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THE KINDRED SPIRIT

THREE YEARS & GOING STRONG

A lot can change in three years. That was obvious
when I initially walked right by Justin and Kevin
waiting for me at Ellie’. The young man who
glanced up couldn’t possibly be the young,
apprehensive boy the Smiths matched with nearly 3
years ago. Later over ice cream, it became clear the
growth that had happened in this young man
hadn’t been limited to height and appearance.
Their match had evolved and deepened, leaving a
friendship worth celebrating.

Kevin remarked that one of the most rewarding
parts of their match has been simply watching
Justin grow up. Watching him grow from the
young boy who was relentless in one-upping
Kevin, to someone eager to learn and try new
things. Likewise, Justin added that one of his
favorite parts of being matched with the Smiths
has been getting to learn and experience a variety

of different things- things he would likely not
have tried on his own.

The Smiths and Justin have enjoyed many
activities together- from going out on the
pontoon to joining Kevin at the variety of
Amery High School sports he helps with. One
highlight has been Kevin helping Justin get his
snowmobile safety certificate. Kevin admitted
that at times he had been concerned about the
struggle of finding new things to do together,
until he came to the conclusion that their time
together didn’t need to be flashy or full of new
things-“we're just friends.” And although their
time together is full of fun things, even
sometimes a new experience for one of them, it
is the genuine comfort and friendship shared
between them that makes this match so special.

In their own words

“I enjoy that I have gotten to learn a lot that I
wouldn’t have bothered to learn. I didn’t know I'd

actually like some things unitl we tried them
together.”

— Justin

Mission Statement

Kinship of Polk County works to
improve the quality of a child’s life
by establishing a relationship with a
caring volunteer, for the purpose of
promoting stablhty, support,
friendship and community.
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